In line with developments observed in several Latin American countries, inequalities in Brazil have significantly declined since the Workers' Party, PT, came to power in 2003.
1.
Introduction: Entangled Inequalities (4) where?
Inequalities of What?
A focus on inequalities of chances implicitly or explicitly rests on a liberal assumption according to which social positions in modern societies are solely or mainly determined by individual achievements. Therefore, if individuals have similar social opportunities, disparities in their life conditions allegedly reflect differences in terms of their individual effort. This supposition has been largely criticized by authors demonstrating that ascriptions concerning gender, race, ethnicity, and social prejudices remain relevant for individual opportunities of social mobility -also in contemporary societies. Therefore, these authors recommend shifting the focus from opportunities to results or final positions in social structure (Kreckel 2004; Therborn 2013 ).
In addition, several contributions emphasize the relevance of power asymmetries regarding political rights, social entitlements, etc., as well as socio-ecological disparities (unequal access to a healthy environment, exposure to ecological risks, etc.) as important additional dimensions of inequalities not incorporated by a narrow focus on socio-economic inequalities (Kreckel 2004 ; Berthe and Ferrari 2012).
Inequalities between Whom?
Using concepts and references such as horizontal inequalities (in contrast to vertical inequalities; Stewart 2010), categorical inequalities (Tilly 1999) 
Inequalities When?
Economists usually study inequalities from a synchronic, contemporary perspective paying no attention to the fact that existing social structures reflect necessarily longtime historical processes (López-Calva and Lustig 2010).
Since the paradigmatic contribution of Tilly (1999) , different studies sought to enlarge their temporal perspective in order to unpack the historical formations of inequality structures, as exemplary developed by Baquero Melo (2015) with the concept of layered inequalities.
Inequalities Where?
While conventional scholarship researches inequalities on a local or national scale, 2 The use of the expression entangled inequalities is inspired by discussions on entangled modernity as developed by Conrad and Randeria (2002) . A more detailed discussion on the concept entangled inequalities is developed in Costa (2011), Lillemets (2013), Braig et al. (2015) .
This concept of entangled inequalities constitutes a general framework used in this
paper to analyze recent changes in Brazilian social structure.
Inequalities in Brazil: Recent Developments
Since Analysts also question the sustainability of the decrease in inequalities in Brazil given the current adverse confluence of modest (or even negative) economic growth, "premature" de-industrialization, a "reprimarization" of exports and falling commodity prices. 4 3 Average earnings from the main occupation of the population over 16 years old.
4 Economists use the expression premature de-industrialization (desindustrialização precoce) to refer to the current process of abrupt declining participation of industrial production in Brazilian GDP, a phenomenon that appears before the industrial sector is fully consolidated. Accordingly, deindustrialization is motivated by a combination of a persistent overvalued currency (this situation has only changed within the economic and political crisis of 2015) leading to a stimulation of import of industrial products, high rates of interest which discourages industrial investments, and low level of foreign investment. "Reprimarization" refers to an increasing participation of agrarian and mining products in exports (Cano 2012; . All in all, social policies recently implemented in Brazil have had a low impact on inequalities compared with the redistributive potential of the tax reforms outlined above.
In order to assess the impacts of diverse strategies adopted by PT administrations, three policies will be discussed below: (1) Bolsa Família, (2) quotas at federal universities, and (3) a minimum wage.
Cash Transfer Program: Bolsa Família
As soon as the PT came into power, this program of direct cash transfers to poor families 
Quotas at Federal Universities
Although some policies had been already introduced by previous governments, university places according to racial/ethnic criteria. Therefore, the program, because of its design, benefits a very small group among the more than 100 million Blacks und 800,000 Indigenous living in Brazil, producing only minimal socio-economic aggregate effects. Of course, this fact does not delegitimize the program because it has an obvious relevance for setting the imperative of overcoming racism in the core of Brazil's political agenda. Nevertheless, its impact for promoting socio-economic redistribution in favor of the black or indigenous population as a whole is marginal.
Minimum Wage
In response to consistent political pressure articulated by national associations of trade unions, the Brazilian government has readjusted the minimum wage in real terms The rise in minimum wage reinforces the bargaining power of workers whose salaries are not coupled with the minimum wage and even for informal workers the minimum wage serves "as a benchmark for individual wage negotiations" (Berg 2012: 8) .
The automatic readjustment of lower pension values to the minimum wage results in real income improvements for the elderly and their families in the lower classes.
Since women and Blacks are overrepresented in low-wage labor sectors such as domestic work, which are directly governed by the minimum wage law, real increases of the minimum wage contribute to reduce inequalities in terms of gender and race (IPEA 2013).
Although the cabinet of President Dilma Rousseff decided in January 2015 to extend the current minimum wage adjustment policy, recent (and expected) very low or even negative economic growth rates will lead necessarily to a stagnation of real minimum wages with adverse consequences for redistribution in both terms: class, as well as gender, and race.
Conclusion: Entangled Inequalities and Recent Developments in Brazil
If the general framework of entangled inequalities is applied to assess the recent decline of inequality, certain ambivalences in this process stand out. At the level of income differences, social distances did become a bit smaller. However, this does not necessarily lead to a less unequal access to "socially-relevant goods" since wealth concentration remains virtually unaffected, and access to public and common goods such as a healthy environment and a well-functioning urban traffic system may have become even more unequal. The dynamic of inequality reduction in Brazil speaks in favor of an intersectional approach able to integrate the complex entanglements between the varieties of inequalities concerning class, racial, gender and regional ascriptions. It has been shown above that since class, gender and racial disadvantages interact, policies aimed to reduce class inequalities such as Bolsa Família or a minimum wage bring more improvements for much more Blacks and women -at least at the level of income -than policies exclusively designed to reduce gender and racial asymmetries accumulated throughout history.
Finally, it should be mentioned that this paper does not directly assess the transnational and global aspect although it is of great importance when researching entangled inequalities. This neglect is due to this paper's focus on policies within a specific 7 Although this paper does not address access to public and common goods, the topic is mentioned here in order to illustrate some implications of using the entangled inequalities approach. Moreover, several studies indicate that the access to public and common goods has become increasingly unequal in contemporary Brazil 
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